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Due to the efforts of community

members and students, the regional

high school lunch program will de-

but a variety of new meals this

spring.
Last week, two local caterers from

the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s

Chefs Move to Schools program vis-

ited the high school to offer a sam-

pling of fish tacos and sweet pota-

toes. These caterers, Jaime Hamlin

and Jan Buhrman, have both been

working with the high school's Well-

ness Committee and lunch contract

to bring more nutritious and great-

tasting meals to the cafeteria.

“Kids are offered samples, they

vote, and if a great majority love it,

we create a large recipe to put on

the school lunch menu,” said Ms.

Buhrman.
Founded in May 2010, the Chefs

Move to Schools program is part of

First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s

Move! initiative, which aims to solve

the childhood obesity epidemic

within a generation. 

“We’ve seen a lot of frozen and

processed foods work their way into

school lunches and we are trying to

change that, said Ms. Buhrman. “In

the last year, a lot has changed al-

ready because [director of dining

services] Leslie Floyd is so commit-

ted to adding fresh, local foods to

the menu.”
Ms. Floyd has worked to improve

the meal options offered at the

school. “It’s always a challenge get-

ting kids to try new things, but usu-

ally by the second or third time we

try something new, it catches on,”

she said.

This June, the culinary depart-

ment will host a competition, fund-

ed by the Martha’s Vineyard Savings

Bank, in which students will submit

their own recipes for meal ideas.

Samples will be given out at lunch

for students to judge, and two win-

ning recipes will be served on the

lunch menu before the end of the

school year.

“All of the meals have to meet

strict nutritional standards, so it’s a

great way to get the students more

aware of what’s in their food,” said

vocational director Jeff Rothwell.

Mr. Rothwell has encouraged culi-

nary students to participate in the

competition.

“The fish tacos I tried were deli-

cious,” said sophomore Nathaniel

Horwitz. “If the lunch program

wants to offer more food like that,

I’ll be more than willing to try it.”
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By the end of the Minnesingers’

performance two-hour performance

last weekend, the student “saints”

of the first half of the show had be-

come a group of “sinners.” Their

transformation highlighted the the-

matic contrasts of the

high school Min-

nesingers’ 45th annu-

al spring performance,

“Saints and Sinners.”

The show was divid-

ed into two parts. The

first featured a saintly

program of choral

arrangements from

around the world, in-

cluding traditional

pieces from England,

Lithuania, and Den-

mark. The next portion

of the show spotlighted

the sinful sides of the

performers through

songs and dances that

portrayed the seven

deadly sins: wrath,

gluttony, envy, greed,

lust, sloth, and pride. 

“It’s always wonderful to see them

grow and watch them mature and

take on leadership roles,” said Min-

nesingers director Janis Wightman.

“While I was putting the program to-

gether, I wanted to raise the bar and

help them challenge themselves.”

The singers recognized these chal-

lenges as well as their achieve-

ments. 
Junior Taylor McNeely said, “See-

ing as how we have a lot of new peo-

ple this year, I was really pleased

with how it all turned out. It was

cool how we were all able to come

together and pull it off.” 

Junior Samantha Chaves agreed.

“During the dress rehearsal before

the show, we were kind of worried

that we wouldn’t

pull through. But

we did and it felt

amazing,” she said.

For the dance

portion of the

show, Ms. Wight-

man was open to

suggestions from

the students. They

chose songs that

were less tradition-

al and more mod-

ern, including “The

Lazy Song” to rep-

resent sloth, “Gold

Digger” to exhibit

greed, and “Canni-

bal” to convey glut-

tony. Several pieces

featured soloists –

including senior

Amalie Tinus’s ren-

dition of “Rollin’ in the Deep” and

senior Anna Yukevich’s perform-

ance of “Diamonds are a Girl’s Best

Friend.”
The audiences for both shows en-

joyed the students’ performances.

Audience member, junior Brad

Segel said, “It was very good. I know

some of the people who were in it,

so I know how much hard work

they did, especially in the past cou-

ple of weeks.”

Biology teacher John Nelson said,

“The Minnesingers bring joy to our

great school and the wonderful Is-

land community. They give an op-

portunity for musically talented stu-

dents to shine and glow here on our

beautiful Island.”

As the curtain fell, the current

year of Minnesingers drew to a

close. 
“The year went by so fast,” said

Taylor McNeely. “I’m glad I have an-

other year. I’ll miss the seniors who

are leaving, but I’m excited to see

the new group that will come up

next year.” 

Ms. Wightman said, “From the

kids to the adults involved, my ex-

pectations were met and surpassed.

It was an amazing team effort.” 

Minnesingers dazzle audiences
This summer, a handful of stu-

dents from the regional high school

will be spending their days on the

playing field as they fulfill their

summer internships with the

Sharks, Martha’s Vineyard’s colle-

giate baseball team. This is the sec-

ond year that the Sharks have of-

fered this internship to high school

students who seek experience in

sports management. 

According to business and sports

management teacher Josh Bur-

goyne, the internship will entail a

variety of responsibilities and expe-

riences. “It covers a lot of aspects,”

he said. “They could be doing any-

thing from cooking burgers, to tak-

ing inventory, to dressing up as the

mascot. The wide range of tasks

makes for good experience in busi-

ness.” 
In addition to these responsibili-

ties, the interns will be involved in

marketing and community relations

for the Sharks. They will also be

given the opportunity to work

alongside the Sharks’ administra-

tive team in order to execute an op-

erational plan for the season.

Jerry Murphy, the general man-

ager for the sports team, came to

the regional high school last Mon-

day to talk with Mr. Burgoyne’s

sports management class and in-

form students of the employment

opportunity. Junior Sean McAn-

drews, a hopeful applicant, said, “It

definitely inspired me to apply. If

I’m an intern this summer, it will be

great professional experience that

will give me a good background for

what I want to do with my life.”

Junior Brendan Maseda interned

for the Sharks last year. His duties

included keeping score online and

showing up several hours prior to

the first pitch to set up. “I did it as

my second job, and it can be hard

work,” he said. “I did it because it

might be something I pursue in col-

lege. But more than anything, I did

it for my love of the game.” 

By Lily Bick

By Marc Natichioni

Interns play ball
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The Minnesingers perform the song “Gold Digger,” 

originally recorded by Kanye West. 

Since this is our last issue, we

would like to take this opportunity

to extend our deepest gratitude to

all who have helped and supported

us with The High School View this

year. To The Martha’s Vineyard

Times, thank you for continuing to

accommodate and sponsor this re-

source for students interested in

journalism. Thanks to Jim Osborn

for helping us put The View togeth-

er, to Susie Safford for answering all

of our questions, and to Doug

Cabral for generously making space

available for us in The Times every

week. To the faculty and students

at the regional high school, thank

you for providing us with article

ideas, interviews, and constructive

feedback. We would especially like

to thank all of the students who

contributed to The View this year —

from mastheads and articles to

headlines and photo captions, your

talent and hard work allowed us to

win First Place in the All-New Eng-

land category from the New Eng-

land Scholastic Press Association.

To our brilliant faculty advisor, Dan

Sharkovitz, thank you for providing

us with the endless support, advice,

and humor we needed to achieve

our best. Finally, to all of our read-

ers, thank you for giving meaning to

our efforts — this paper is for you.

Thank you.

BY THORPE KARABEES

Thank you

Students judge new menu options

By Eva Faber

By Warren Gowell and 

EmmaJean Holley
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BY ADDISON GEIGER

Before exploding under 
the weight of a tall pile 
of steel plates, this year’s 

winning entry in the high 
school’s Linguini Bridge 
contest, a one-pound pasta 
bridge, held 990 pounds. 

Ninth-graders Mya Hous-
ton and Benjamin Davey 
built the first place bridge 
for Ken DeBettencourt’s 
freshman math class. Stu-
dents construct the bridges 
from a one-pound box 
of Prince linguini and a 
bottle of Elmer’s glue. Be-
fore the day of the contest, 
the bridges are individu-
ally tested with a 25-pound 
weight. If the bridge holds 
this, the bridge has earned a 
grade of a B on the project. 
Later, during the contest 
in the school’s Performing 
Arts Center, more weight is 

added in a series of rounds 
until the bridge breaks. 

Mya said, “It took an insane 
amount of patience. Sports-
manship was a big part of it 
too.” Mya and Ben worked for 
40 hours on their bridge. 

The bridges had only a 
few building restrictions. 
They must weigh a pound 
or less and fit basic struc-
ture guidelines. Otherwise, 
bridges can incorporate any 
building techniques. From 
honeycombs to triangles to 
arbitrary placement, bridges 
varied drastically in style 
and shape.

Second place was awarded 
to Connor Downing and 
Anders Nelson, whose 
bridge held 945 lbs. Two 
groups, Courtney Howell 
and Olivia Jacobs, and Jack 
Reagan and Mason Jeffers 
tied for third place. Both 
bridges held 675 lbs. HSV
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BY JULIA COOPER

Putting a limit on the 
number of Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes 

that students can take puts a 
limit on the potential for stu-
dents to grow intellectually. 
The regional high school ad-
ministration aims to restrict 
the number of AP cours-
es that a student can take to 
three per year beginning with 
the incoming class of 2017. 
This decision will have a neg-
ative effect on the students.

Students who graduate 
from the high school have a 
record of attending presti-
gious institutions. Countless 
MVRHS graduates have at-
tended Ivy League schools or 
schools of similar prestige. 
These applicants were ac-
cepted into these universities 
because of the competitive 
nature of their transcripts, a 
nature that would have been 
significantly hindered had 
limits been placed on the 
number of AP classes they 
could select.

Applying to college today 
is harder than it has been in 

the past as acquiring a college 
degree has become integral 
to entering the American, 
and global, workforce. And, 
thanks to the process of glo-
balization, students are now 
competing with the entire 
world for admission into 
America’s top colleges and 
universities. In the applica-
tion process, students are able 
to set themselves apart by un-
dertaking the rigorous work-
load of several AP classes.

This past summer, I at-
tended an information ses-
sion at Williams College, at 
which the speaking admis-
sions officer asked a student 
in the audience this question: 
“How many AP classes are 
you taking your senior year?” 
The student responded that 
he was taking the maximum 
allowed by his school -- two. 
The admissions officer said 
that even though the student 
was taking his school’s maxi-
mum number of AP classes, 
there are students applying 
to Williams who take three, 
four, five, six or even seven 
AP classes in their senior 
year, and they are better can-

didates for admission than 
someone taking two.

To say that colleges only 
look at how competitive one 
is in one’s own class and com-
munity, and not with respect 
to all other applicants, is a 
flawed concept given the glo-
balization of education. And 
to argue that there is zero 
correlation between the num-
ber of AP classes a graduating 
student has succeeded in and 
the caliber of the institution 
they attend for college ap-
pears equally problematic.

Having said this, it is 
necessary to emphasize my 
phrasing in the previous 
statement. Students need 
to succeed in AP classes in 
order to dramatically bolster 
the competitiveness of their 
applications. To be success-
ful in an AP class requires 
a strong work ethic and a 
powerful mind. Students 
with these attributes thrive 
in such an environment, 
while others may struggle.

While some students find 
themselves overwhelmed 
with work when engaged 
in several AP classes, other 
students are able to learn 
and achieve high marks with 
ease. These students can 
thrive in a college-level envi-

ronment. Also, the school’s 
accelerated math, science, 
and language programs often 
direct students into AP level 
courses. Further, the school 

has no difficulty-based divi-
sions of classes within the 
history program, so students 
seeking the challenge of a 
college-level course head into 
the AP program.

Another argument put 
forward in favor of capping 
AP classes is that students 

stack their grade point aver-
ages (GPAs) by taking many 
AP classes. But the same 
arguments are not heard 
about students who stack 
honors classes, outranking 
students taking C1-level 
courses. And while students 
may fill their schedules with 
AP classes with the intent 
to boost their GPA, many 
students are enrolled in AP 
classes because they enjoy 
the subject matter or wish to 
study a subject with the rig-
or of a college-level course.

Also, it’s not as if students 
in AP classes all gain instant-
ly-higher GPAs. It is not an 
unusual case that a student 
taking more AP classes sees 
his or her GPA go down as he 
or she has difficulty balanc-
ing the demanding courses. 
Additionally, achieving a 
higher GPA as a result of tak-
ing an AP class can serve as 
an incentive for a student to 
challenge him or herself. 

The administration wants 
to restrict the number of AP 
classes a student is allowed 
to take because students who 
load up on AP classes are 
often under a great deal of 
stress. But who else is under a 
lot of stress? Multi-sport ath-
letes and students who engage 

in several extracurricular 
activities. Is the school aim-
ing to restrict the athletic or 
musical potential of students? 
No, only their academic po-
tential. This is unfair. There 
are ways of relieving stress 
that do not involve limiting 
course availability. 

Additionally, students are 
made aware by the school’s 
guidance counselors of the 
work that AP courses require. 
It is not the school’s fault that 
students are deciding, of their 
own free will and with full 
knowledge of the potential for 
accompanying stress, to take 
difficult courses. In fact, no 
one should be found at fault; 
the school is creating a range 
of learning opportunities by 
leaving courses unrestricted. 
Students are making their 
own decisions and they are 
learning from the results.

A key aspect of our 
school’s mission statement 
is that students should 
“Aspire, collaborate and 
engage.” Imposing limits on 
AP classes will render these 
terms meaningless. HSV

To view an extended 
version of this commentary 
online visit www.mvrhs.
org/highschoolview.
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Freshmen Michelle De Geofroy and Margaret Joba-Woodruff put 
270 pounds onto their bridge in the PAC.

AP course limit questioned
Commentary

BY OLIVIA JACOBS   
AND KRISTINA WARD

Student teacher Jason 
Neago joined the 
school’s science 

department staff recently.
Mr. Neago said, “I was 

in the military and read a 
book called 3 Cups of Tea by 
Greg Mortenson and David 
Oliver Relin. The book 
talked about education in 
the Middle East. Instead of 
focusing on education there, 
I focused it here. My mom 
was a teacher for 35 years. 
Seeing her impact on her 
students made me want to 
become a teacher.”

Those students and 
teachers at the school who 
have met Mr. Neago seem 
to agree that he is an asset 
to the school. Sophomore 

Katrina Lakis said, “I like 
him. He’s nice and has a 
good teaching style. He’s 
very easy to learn from. And 
he makes things easy to 
understand.”

Sophomore Hanna Kim 
said, “He changes the class 
by including everyone and 
making it fun.”

In Elliott Bennett’s Biology 
class, Mr. Neago sometimes 
takes over to teach a lesson 
as part of his student 
teaching responsibilities.

Sophomore Noah 
Kleinhenz said, “He’s 
enthusiastic. He makes me 
enjoy going to Biology class.”

Biology teacher John 
Nelson, who also has had 
opportunities to interact with 
Mr. Neago, said, “He’s a great 
guy with a great heart and a 
great mind.” HSV
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