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During April vacation, 12 region-

al high students flew into the

arid heat of Black Mesa, Arizona to

help renovate and rebuild homes for

the Navajo Indian tribe. The volun-

teering students traveled as part of

the Martha’s Vineyard Ecumenical

Youth Group to the Church of Joy

on the Black Mesa Navajo reserva-

tion. 

“It was pretty amazing,” said

youth group leader Melissa Pitt, one

of the chaperones for the trip.

“When you closed your eyes, it felt

like you were in another country. I

think the kids learned a lot from it.”

Indeed, junior Kathryn Antonsson

took away lessons on the most basic

of similarities between cultures by

drawing parallels with her Vineyard

community. “I learned a lot about

the Navajo tribe. It’s

like the Island in a lot

of ways,” she said.

“People are close. It’s a

very tight knit family

that’s spread out over

a large area. They all

know and care about

each other even

though they’re miles

apart.” 

While the relation-

ships between people

may be comparable to

Island life, the most

prominent cultural

differences are mani-

fested in social behav-

iors, according to Ms.

Pitt.

“In general, the peo-

ple we met were more shy, more

quiet, maybe won’t look you in the

eye. But one thing we all noticed

was their optimism in the face of ad-

verse conditions, she said.”

Utilities in the tribe were limited.

“A lot of these people have next to

nothing,” said Ms. Pitt. “One

family was living in a camp-

ing tent. Others had no run-

ning water in their homes,

or water but no heat. They

didn’t have telephones. And

they still feel blessed to have

what they have.”

“The physical labor was

intense sometimes,” said

senior Chris Pitt. “And we

didn’t have much in terms of

materials. For example, I

was re-roofing a house, and

when we took off the shin-

gles, it exposed all the rot-

ting wood underneath. So we

needed to travel 20 miles to

the nearest hardware store to

get recycled wood to replace

it.”

Kathryn was surprised by the

conditions in which the Navajo peo-

ple she met lived. “There are no

showers – just a tiny stream of wa-

ter that’s barely heated by the sun.

Very few houses have actual plumb-

ing, and electricity is minimal every-

where,” she said. “It was a little

rough. But I definitely learned just

how first world we are and how

much we take it for granted.”

On the last night of the trip, the

Church of Joy offered a Navajo taco

dinner to the volunteers to reward

them for their efforts and give them

a lasting taste of culture. 

“People were so supportive and

they gave so much thanks,” said

Kathryn. “That really came through

in the taco dinner, and that feeling

of appreciation is awesome. It

makes the cold showers worth it.”

Chris said, “At the end of it, it felt

great to give them something that

they didn’t have the resources to do

on their own. We helped in a way

that wasn’t abstract, but real and

physical.” 

Volunteers travel to Navajo nation

When temperatures reached

the 70’s in March, it is usual-

ly a cause for celebration, but for

the regional high school’s bee hive,

an early spring meant death. Horti-

culture teacher John Wojtkielo, who

cared for the hive located in the

horticulture garden, found the bees

dead one morning in the middle of

March. Plans to obtain a new hive

next spring are already in the

works. 

Science department chair Elliott

Bennett had acquired the hive last

spring and learned the careful art

of beekeeping with help from the Is-

land Grown Initiative. “We are al-

ready working hard on getting a

new hive,” said Mrs. Bennett. 

There are many potential causes

of what beekeepers call “winterkill,”

a problem that is common for new

hives. Among these are starvation,

disease, and pests, but Mrs. Ben-

nett believes that this case can be

attributed to the unusually warm

weather and the subsequent frost

in March. 

"I think that because of the hot

flash we had in weather, the bees

started to venture out and about,”

she said. “When the temperature

plummeted at night, they were too

spread out, and they froze."

It is critical that bees maintain a

temperature of 98.6°F using their

wing vibrations to produce heat

and forming a tight cluster in the

center of the hive. Horticulture

students were able to observe this

throughout the winter by monitor-

ing the hive’s temperate and com-

paring it to that of an empty frame.

“The temperature difference be-

tween the two frames could be as

much as 10 degrees,” said Mr. Wo-

jtkielo.

Said Mr. Wojtkielo, “Bees are es-

sential to maintaining life. We

loved having them in the horticul-

ture garden because they are na-

ture’s best pollinator.” 

But the function of a school bee-

hive goes beyond producing honey

and pollinating the garden. “I loved

the way they could teach democra-

cy and how to operate as a com-

munity. They provided a lesson on

living in harmony, and I'll miss go-

ing out and showing that to the

kids,” said Mrs. Bennett.

Senior Noah Stuber was so fasci-

nated with beekeeping that he took

an independent study in the fall

with Mrs. Bennett to learn about

how hives are maintained. “I fed

them a jar of half water and half

sugar every other day. It was a

valuable experience because I not

only learned from the work habits

of bees, but also about the impor-

tant role they play in ecosystems,”

said Noah.

“Now we have the opportunity to

learn from our mistakes,” said Mr.

Wojtkielo. “We obtained the hive a

little bit too late in the spring. Next

year we’ll get it much earlier so the

bees have more time to produce

honey and a better chance of sur-

viving the winter.”

By EmmaJean Holley

By Eva Faber

Happiness is a warm hive
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Volunteers take a break from roofing, painting, and tiling

to admire Black Mesa’s striking desert backdrop.
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Noah Stuber tends to the school be-

hive formerly located in the horticul-

ture garden.

Technology is the rock and roll

of Generation Y. We cannot go

back in time to prevent this tech-

nological shift in society and cul-

ture, just as we could not prevent

the music of The Beatles from infil-

trating American airwaves, influ-

encing American hairstyles, and re-

forming American youth culture. 

To issue a complete ban on the

use of personal electronic devices

in Martha’s Vineyard classrooms

would be a knee-jerk reaction to

change, and blind to complex so-

cial developments that American

society, inclusive of young adult

culture, is currently undergoing.

Welcome to a not-so-unusual

classroom scenario in the Martha’s

Vineyard Regional High School,

where the use of personal electron-

ic devices is visibly abundant and

diverse. A teacher uses the Siri

function on an iPhone to figure out

how to properly operate a Smart-

board. A student is working on an

iPad, conscientiously taking notes.

Another student is sitting in the

back of the classroom, using a

smartphone to play a round of

“Scramble With Friends.” 

Yet another student has a

phone’s calculator function open,

checking the teacher’s math on a

test grade. Several other students

are texting, checking the time,

checking scores, and taking a mo-

mentary mental break from their

class.

If one were to follow the school’s

policy on personal electronic de-

vices to the letter in the above sce-

nario, every student with an active

electronic device in his or her pos-

session would require disciplinary

action. Does this seem like a rea-

sonable response when the stu-

dents are causing no notable dis-

ruption in the classroom?

Some say that the answer to that

question is yes, because when a

student is engaging in an activity

on a personal electronic device, he

or she is ignoring the task at hand

and is therefore being distracted

from learning. If students were pre-

vented access to such technology,

they would learn much more effi-

ciently. In my experience, this is

not necessarily the case.

Are unfocused students in the

classroom a new sensation? I think

not, especially when classes are at

such length. Prior to the invention

of cellphones and MP3 players,

American students were still capa-

ble of not paying attention. 

I see both the use and abuse of

personal electronic devices in the

classroom every day and I find that

the solution to our policy problem

is simple: if a student being dis-

tracted with personal technology is

not bothering others, then it is the

student’s loss. But if the student is

compromising the focus of others

then disciplinary action should be

taken. Teachers can use discretion

when personal electronic devices

are present in the classroom. But

the students gaming and texting

on their phones should not impede

the potential positivity of appropri-

ate technology use in the class-

room.

While many hold that social me-

dia and technology are shaping

Generation Y into a generation with

no mental capacity for reasoning,

we can look at the results of the

rock and roll movement to gauge

where the technological revolution

is taking us. Rock and roll did pro-

duce some rebellious teenagers,

but the effect was not universal

and the impact did not last as the

teens of the 1950s progressed in

their lives. The same will go for

technology. Some teens will be-

come dependent on their personal

electronic devices, while others will

use them as a tool to reach their

full intellectual potential. Sure,

teenagers are changing, but so is

the rest of the world. We cannot ex-

pect education to retain outdated

policies successfully when young

people are progressing with the

world. Technology is not an enemy

of education; let’s not make educa-

tion an enemy of technology.

Commentary
What the electronics policy should be
By Julia Cooper


